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Market Volatlllty Ticks Up
but Long-Term Outlook Remains Solid

s I write this, it’s Tuesday,

March 3, and it’s been a
volatile day in the stock market,
which is not surprising. Headlines
are swirling, geopolitics are front
and center, again, and markets are
reacting.! Times like these can feel
a bit unsettling, but it’s important
to keep the bigger picture in
mind. Let’s start by reviewing the
month of February.

Even before the Iran conflict
emerged, market volatility was on
the rise. More uncertainty over
tariffs after the Supreme Court
ruled against them was one rea-
son for the spike. Another was
the ongoing reassessment of the
profit potential of some of the big
tech companies that have been
leading the market boom for two
years. As this happens, volatility
is bound to increase, but on the
plus side, it is also helping the
markets to widen out.

As many tech stock values
have shrunk, those in other sec-
tors have risen, giving the mar-
kets more parity, which is healthy
and better for a wider range of
investors. This rotation is reflect-

ed in how each of the three major
indexes finished February, with
the tech-heavy Nasdaq and S&P
500 both down slightly for the
month, and the more commerce-
based Dow Jones Industrial Aver-
age up by 0.3%.2

One Finger on the Trigger

Probably the most important
thing to keep in mind about the
spike in volatility following the
news about Iran is that — thanks
mainly to the outsized influence
of the AI tech boom — the mar-
kets have probably been overval-
ued for some time. Anytime this
happens, it’s typical for big in-
vestors to keep one finger on the
trigger, so to speak, watching for
any kind of rising uncertainty that
might tell them, “Now is a good
time to take some winnings off the
table and sell.”

The Iran situation certainly
raises the uncertainty level, but ul-
timately, I think the volatility spike
we saw to start the month is not
just a reaction to the situation it-
self, but a combination of all these
factors. In other words, to me, this
looks less like panic and more like

strategic profit-taking. That’s not
unusual, and at this point it
doesn’t do much to change the
long-term market outlook. I say
that from experience, having been
in this business for many years and
managing assets through just
about every kind of market situa-
tion imaginable.

So, hopefully that perspective
helps if you are feeling a bit unset-
tled. Also, always keep in mind
that because you are invested for
income first, capital appreciation
second, you are better shielded
than most growth-based investors
from the potential impacts of any
increased volatility down the road.
In fact, even if I'm wrong and the
market experiences a 10% or even
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a 20% pullback at some point, you can
still rest easy knowing that your income
is unaffected, and your principal is more
protected against permanent loss.

Your Portfolios

On that note, I'm pleased to report
that through the end of February, our
strategies have continued to perform im-
pressively. Our median portfolio of
bonds and bond-like instruments is up,
on average, by about 1.3% year-to-date,
depending on your individual holdings.
On a pro-rated basis, that puts us on
track for over 7% annual return, which
is well ahead of our target goal of
around 5-6%.

As for our stock dividend strategies,
they’ve benefited greatly so far from the
market’s rotation away from tech stocks
and towards a broader range of compa-
nies. Some of our more conservative
stock dividend strategies are up as much
as 9.5% in just the first two months of the
year. That’s not a pro-rata projection for
the whole year — it’s simply what'’s al-
ready happened.

So again, most of you are with us
for a very specific reason: to be as sure
as you can be that your income is reli-
able and that your assets are more pro-
tected against major market shifts. Keep
that in mind anytime you start feeling
nervous about screaming headlines or
breaking news reports.

Naturally, if I see conditions shifting
in a way that might concern you further,
I'll share my perspective in a timely
manner. And, of course, you are always
welcome to contact our office at any time
with any specific questions or concerns.

In the meantime, enjoy your March.
Have a great St. Patrick’s Day, and a fan-
tastic first day of Spring! Wl

1  https:/[www.nasdag.com/articles/stock-market-news-
feb-27-2026#:~:text=How%20Did%
20The% 20Benchmarks% 20Perform,highs% 20and% 20
88% 20mew% 20lows.

2 https:/[www.cnbe.com/2026/03/02/stock-market-today-
live-updates.html

E,R) Revocable Trust Package is a comprehensive package
designed to meet all of your estate planning needs.

Included in your package:

Revocable Living Trust

A living trust is a legal document that contains instructions for what you
wantto happen to your assets when you die. In addition to all of the
features and functionality of a will, a living trust can avoid probate at death,
control all of your assets, and prevent the court from controlling your assets
if you become incapicated

Financial Power of Attorney

Your Financial power of attorney names someone to make financial decisions
for you when you are not able to do so for yourself. You can name your
primary choice and up to 3 back-up choices

Healthcare Power of Attorney

Your Healthcare Power of Attorney names someone to make healthcare
decisions for you when you are not able to do so for yourself. You can name
your primary choice and up to 3 back-up choices. It also includes important
documents such as state specific Advanced Healthcare Directives.

Assets Package

Within your account is your Assets Package where you will maintain an updated
list of all assets. This ensures an easier transfer of your assets after your death,
and that no assets are lost.

Printed and Digital Documents

You will receive a Trust binder with printed copies of all of your legal documents
as well as several guides. You will also receive digital access to your documents
where you can view, print, download, and even amend your documents.

- Schedule Your Appointment Now:

Call us at 312-724-7755 to schedule your
appointment with Eric K. Williams.

DINE WITH ER) Cooper's Hawk

Mondays: April 20", May 11*" & June 15"
950 Lake St, Oak Park, IL 60301
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM | RSVP by May 6th at 7:00 PM

N .
FINANCIAL LITERACY * Attached Parking Garage at $1 per hour

WORKSHOP

OR

Mondays: May 4™ & June T#
4830 W 111th St, Oak Lawn, IL 60453
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM | RSVP by April 29th at 7:00 PM

Learn To:
¢ Make Your 401(k) or Pension Work for You When

You Change Jobs or Retire
Eliminate ALL DEBT, Including Mortgages &
student loans, in 9 years or less.
Keep Your Hard-Earned Income Protected &
Growing in Today’s Economy
Do What The 1% Do That You Can & Should too!

Event Details:
* $50 per Guest (See QR Code Below)
Register Yourself and an Adult Non-Client Guest to
Enjoy 50% off ($50 Total for You & Guest)
Enjoy a 4 Course meal & educational presentation
Please Call to Complete Registration

Please Scan To
Reserve Your Seat

312-724-7755
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Tips for Getting Your
Finances in Order

f you're serious about pursuing your financial goals, it’s im-
portant to get your finances in order. Some tips that may help

in that process include:

Get organized. It's difficult to assess how much progress
you're making toward your goals if you don’t know basic
facts like how much your net worth increased during the past
year, how you are spending your income, or how well your
investments have performed.
Budget your expenditures. While many people dread the
process of analyzing and budgeting expenditures, inefficient
and wasted expenditures are often major obstacles to saving
for financial goals.
Develop explicit written financial goals. Goals help set our
financial priorities and provide motivation for reducing
spending and saving for the future. Quantify your ultimate
goal and interim goals so your progress can be tracked.
Pay yourself first. If you wait until the end of the month to
see how much money is left over for saving, you'll probably
find that the answer is nothing.
Establish an emergency cash reserve. This will give you
funds to deal with short-term emergencies, such as a tempo-
rary job loss, a short-term disability, a major home repair, or a
large medical bill.
Get your debt under control. Take steps to reduce your con-
sumer debt as much as possible — any interest payments are
just reducing the amount available for saving. There are a va-
riety of strategies you can use to either reduce your debt or
lower the cost of that debt.
Invest automatically. One of the best ways to invest consis-
tently is to make investing automatic. Make arrangements to
have a specific amount deducted from your checking or sav-
ings account periodically and transferred to an investment ac-
count. (Keep in mind that an automatic saving plan, such as dollar
cost averaging, does not assure a profit or protect against loss in de-
clining markets. Because such a strategy involves periodic invest-
ment, consider your financial ability and willingness to continue
purchases through periods of low price levels.)
Develop an investment strategy. Your strategy will depend
on a variety of factors unique to your situation, including
your risk tolerance, return expectations, investment period,
and investment preferences.
Assess your insurance needs, including life, health, disabil-
ity, long-term care, homeowners, automobile, and personal
liability. Insurance companies offer innovations and riders
that might be applicable to your situation. Reevaluating your
insurance can lead to lower premiums with coverage better
suited to your situation.
Take active steps to reduce your taxes. There are a variety of
strategies that can help you reduce your income taxes, thus
freeing money for saving. The key is to review those strate-
gies now, so you have plenty of time to implement them.
Review your estate plan. If it's been a few years since you've
reviewed your estate plan, take time to go over your docu-
ments to make sure they still reflect your wishes for your es-
tate’s disposition.

If you'd like help putting these tips into practice or would

like to discuss your finances in more detail, please call. Hl

ER] Empowerment Resources International - 210 S. Desplaines Street Unit 0002, Chicago, IL 60661
A+ Rating Office: 312-724-7755 | Fax: 312-724-8548 | info@ERI.global | www.ERI.global

(R

Practical Strategies for
Today’s Economy

Empowerment Resources International Presents:
Building a Smarter
Financial Plan For Now

And Later!
Tuesday Evening via Zoom - 6:15-7:00 PM CST!

Please Scan
to Register

This session will cover how to:

¢ Create a clear Plan of Action for your financial goals

¢ Eliminate ALL DEBT, including mortgages & student
loans, in 9 years or less.
Strategies for a Stronger, more Secure Retirement
Leverage your Dollar to do Multiple jobs Simultaneously
Earn Uninterrupted Compount Interest & Dividends
Do What The 1% Do That You Can & Should too!

* A+ 312.724.7755
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Eric K. Williams
reet, Unit 0002, Chicago, IL 60661
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INSURANCE

e CREATE YOUR OWN BANK
eI RUE A (G DIRECT YOUR DOLLAR TO DO 2 JOBS
DISABILITY INCOME  yn|NTERRUPTED COMPOUND INTEREST
GUARANTEED GROWTH
TAX FREE ACCESS TO CASH
PAID OFF MORTGAGE(S) & STUDENT
LOAN(S)
SELF-FINANCE PURCHASES

IRA/Annuity
Sep IRA
ROTH IRA
TRADITIONAL IRA
Tax Deferred Annuity

ROLLOVERS
PENSION, 401(K)
DEFERRED COMP
403(B) & TSP
GUARANTEED
LIFETIME INCOME

REVOCABLE LIVING TRUST
PACKAGE

ESTATE PLANNING SERVICES



Building Your Retirement Income
For Today’s Economy!
Thursday Evening Zoom: 6:15-7:00PM CST
e

Please Scan to #
Register/Join

Learn How Our Philosophy Keeps Your

Hard-Earned Income Protected & Growing! ge¥s2
ROLLOVERS !u '

Safety ¢ Pension, 401k ¢ Sleep

Tax Deferred ¢ Deferred Comp e Well

Yield ¢ 403(B), & TSP ¢ At o Linked Market Growth

e Protection From Market Volatility, Fee Structure &
Losses!

ENJOY THE BEST OF BOTH WORLDS

Liquidity ¢ Guaranteed Lifetime Income ¢ Night

Estate Advantages
TOP OF THE TABLE

ENJOY GUARANTEED LIFETIME INCOME! m

312.724.7755 MDRT
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Who We Are:

Empowerment Resources International Corp., (A+ Rated and Complaint Free, per the Better Business Bureau, MBE Certified
with the City of Chicago and Cook County Government), Independent Advisors Offering Insurance and Financial Planning Ser-
vices. Based in the West Loop Gate District of Chicago, We Proudly Service Individuals and Families Across the Country with a
Mission to Build Long-Term Financial Security. Eric K. Williams is the President of ERI and a Member of the National Association
of Insurance & Financial Advisors (NAIFA). He is a Qualifying Life Member with Honor Roll & Top of the Table Status in the Mil-
lion Dollar Round Table, MDRT, the Premier Global Association of Financial Professionals®.

What We Do:

We Provide Solutions to Address the Systemic Root Causes of Inadequate Financial Freedom in America (Taxation, Interest Pay-
ments, Unknown Excessive Fee-Structure).

Using Our Knowledge along with our Combined Experience and Proprietary Technology, We Help Our Clients Achieve Their
Goals. Those Goals Include: Building a Smarter Financial Plan for Now and Later, Leveraging your Dollar to do Multiple jobs Si-
multaneously; Eliminating ALL Debt including their Mortgage and Student Loans, in 9 Years or Less; & Self-Finance Purchases.
We Teach Our Clients to Use Time Committed Vehicles that Eliminate Risk & Fee Structure; Thus, Replacing Retirement Risk,
Fees & Losses with Guarantees & Lifetime Income.

UNIQUE PROBLEMS SOLVED FOR OUR CLIENTS:

e Avg. Family Pays $155k in Hidden Wall Street Fees,(Frontline "The Retirement Gamble" 4/13), (ABC World News, 5/12)
e The real Interest on Mortgages and Student Loans is 60-100%, not the advertised rate 2-7% that we're misled to be paying
e U.S. Census Bureau statistics show that 74 cents out of every dollar coming into the Household goes to Interest & Taxes.
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